
October 26-28, 2020 at the University of the Faroe Islands

Ph.d.-course: 
Critical Ethnographic Research 

in Cultural and Societal Transformations 
in the Nordic Countries

Through focusing on critical approaches to field work and in dialogue with several cultural and 
social theoretical approaches, we wish to illustrate how to investigate transformations of social 
phenomena and ideas in the Nordic welfare states. We focus on changes in everyday lives, in 
social institutions, relations, knowledge, identities and subject positions, as part of culture and 
society.

Educational responsible:
Betina Dybbroe, Roskilde University, Denmark
Firouz Gaini, University of the Faroe Islands

Registration before October 1, 2020



At the course we will dig into the methodical challenges 
in investigating transformation in welknown cultures and 
social practices, where the researcher is a participant. We 
will also dwell on the challenges of fieldwork in relation 
to balancing between preunderstandings , the xtension of 
the field work, singular cases, theoretical pwerspectives 
and subjectivity of the researcher.

We will introduce and discuss the future, in the form 
of future scenarios, perspectives and expectations- as a 
methodical and analytical instrument in ethnographic 
investigations of cultural and social transformations–
but also as a theoretical concept in discussions about 
(socio) temporality and hope/potentiality. 

We will also discuss how power, tacit knowledge, 
tabooed knowledge, unremarked changes etc. can be 
investigated in the field and be represented. We look 
at gate-keeping, legitimate and non-legitimate entry 
into the field. How temporality comes into re-
searching the present, and how to research in fields 
of practice with unclear contures and borders. We 
also take a closer look at the special challenges of 
field work in your own culture (anthropology at 
home) and what it may entail in small local soci-
eties, where the researcher cannot remain outside 
and anonymous amongst people.

Lectures:
Firouz Gaini: Youth, islands and societal transi-
tions – ethnographic research with focus on the 
anthropology of the future

Betina Dybbroe: Context, temporality and power 
matters- doing critical research in transformations 
of elderly care

Christine Øye: : Critical ethnography as a form of 
collaborative research, challenges and possibilities

Turid Hermannsdóttir: Doing Research in your 
own culture – The Role of the researcher in rela-
tion to tacit knowledge and silenced phenomena

Further information:  
https://www.setur.fo/fo/setrid/tiltok/ph-d-skeid-um-etnografiska-gransking/


